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By TAMMY ARDUCKLEA
Star Staff Writer
- VIENTIANE-—American of-
ficials admil the U.S, mission

Jn Laos is deliberately hiding
the exfent of Amﬂrimn._mili-
tary involvement herve.

“Americans may think tLey
know what we are doing
here,” one official said inre-
ferring to frequent press re-
ports on U.S. aclivities in
Laos, “but we do not want
Americans to look into their
television sets aud he able to
see Americans geing into ac-
tion in Laos.”

The official made his re-
mark in a complaint about'an
American Broadeasting Corp.
team led by Ted ¥opi vl which
fried to film Americans get-
fing into a helicopter in lhe
south Laos combat area two
waeks ago. s

“what we ar\domm are in
Laos is folally inconsistent
with out kind of seccisty,” a
top U.S, dinlomat heretold a
Cruespcnuonf rocently, “We
ave fighting a war. by covert
means and an euen society

can’t tolerats that.”?

The (IthmaL explained that
the U.S. was breaking the Go-
neva pszace accords in Lao
and “we don’t want to adver-
tise it.”

The sawme- official fz2els the
emhagsy's policy of scerecy
has been successful in not ad-
“yertizing ULS. infringements
of the accords.

" “You could wrile a lof worse
about what we are doing
here,” he said, declining
into further details.

Unfortunately, any diplomat
in Vientiane will call this Ge-
neva accords excuse hogwash,

The. U.S.  since Prosident
Nixon's remarks L st }cm has
admitted in gencral terms the
gamut of ifs operations here.
- The Russinng, who are co-
Sehajvmen with the British of
the Geneva accords, have not
Taised auny question v about U.S.
violations of thein. Soviets in
Vientiaue admit the presence
cof North Vietoamese in Laos
in vislation of the accoirds and
~seem to think it natural Amer-
fcang should fry to counter
this.

Now U.5. officials prefer to
cffer national security as the

“tion s withhe A
military securily reusons 8-

to go -

frarkly discuss the U.L. role &t
Laos, mt ciose fock ot jrat
v'h‘.t is ‘):"w'f ndden and how

i is being
claim,
An examnle-of this is U.S.
air mbwlu\s over narther:
varts of Laos olher
T

l.aos and
than the Io Chi Mirh Trail
area.

These aclivilics—anything
from Lb to 300 sortics a ay-——
ara c. sceribed in Saire:
nuirgues, telling of atiacks cxl

{he Trail a “in oddition U.S.
Alr Ioree alr ""’lfL “L." COi-
hat support missions in Lacs
for voy’” Lc.uxcm un ces.”’
There isno it
tion, suech o3 L e 1
soriies, t}.u n ure -L
geis the results , cte.
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to refer a correspordant m Vi-
cm e for 11f\,1‘mrt101 I Vi-
entians, Americens suggoest
correspondent  should
Saigon for irformation.

To claira that such informna-
1d for naticnal or

somewhat ridiculous.
Chviously, the North Viet-

narnese or Painct Lzo know

the sirike was made. J{'s Gifvi-

“eult to see how the number of

sorties and their cost could
help Lhe enemy.

hhur‘mutluﬂ on LdL‘C,CLb anda
sirikes is given in South Viel-
nan aftcr eperations. Why
not on Liaos?

The only answer fo this
smxm o ke dent

Nixon, despile his promise in
L\Laxcn 1970 1o “continue o
give the American people :‘”
fullest possi‘i.ﬂe information
on the U.S. role in Leos, aces
not wish the p‘x‘ e 1o real 1/\,
gm., how largedd.S. air support
of the Laos government is dui-
7y oud Lhat air strikes cre not

limited to the o Chi Miah
Trail.

Then there Is the matier of
the U.S. grovnd involvenont
in T.20s.

Trhere ¢an be no doubt this
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by the Central Intelligence
Agene Y.

Lactians and Mcos ta 1: con-
stantly of American “com-
mando leaders” hased at Pak-
}:; , a few miles southaast of

U.S. base at Long \,h eng
in .lo“ﬁe st Laos, i

Basides these . Lomnn !o ’
lc"duf » there are CIA
officers hired by the. We (_y
from the U.S. mi ltary who -
run Lao &nd other ethnic guer-
ritla units -as well as Thai'

__1m> cperation’ has put the
U.8. In the pesition of b elﬂg ,
responsibie for the defense of
Laes through what is supposed
to be & U.S. intelligence gath-
cring agency.

These guerrilla units are
stationed in {ront of royal Lec
vc‘ vler troops and the brunt of

'110at with North Vietnam-

ese regulars, -

i'ne Lao military, whose n-
cerstunding of gaemlla wa
fore is hmltcd berate the CI A
wken {hese units refreat from
positions under shellfire, or lot
Neorth Vietnamese tmouf1 {o
attack regular Lao units.

The high ethnic casuelties

are being replaced by Tha
regular txuo‘s who are flgut-
ag in the Laotian mountaihs.
The U.S. Lmbas»y dacs its
utmost to prevent corr bquond-
enls getting 4o areas of Lao
’hczc American- lcd {,uemlla
units opercte. )
Corréspondents ‘are, 1qusod
permission o fly on U.S. air-
raft to these arcas,which is -
the “only means of getting:
there unless one wanis LO risk
a 3 or 10-day walk -through

- t“rrxtmy mined and p“tloll"d .

by Comuinunist Guerrillas.
While reporters ave nof al- -
lo_wcd on the planes, Laotian
civilians with - official status
are. ) o .
“National security” is in- |
voked against correspondents
wanting to go to Lonf‘ Chbng
ecven thoug‘m there arc at least
20,600 Asian civilians living
there. And anyone from Vien- -
iz_me wlo has a v'clavlv\, or
friend at Long Cheng can visit.
U.S. oificials also Tefuse ta
discuss Amcrican casualties in .
Laes (currently 700 dead and
missing) crlo\/ rauch is spent
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